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BUENOS AIRES.

BUYERS from England and France
are scouring Argentina for cavalryhorses to be used in the
war. The purchases are kept

as quiet as possible, hut it is said
that orders for 300,000 horses have
already been received, and that these
orders will be duplicated in the near

future It is estimated that the sales
will ultimately reach twenty milliondollars. Thousands of horses have
already been shipped and steamer
loads of them are now moving out

over the ocean on the road to sudden
death. It Is said that the average life

of a horse on the battlefield is only
three days, and it makes one's heart
sick to think of the slaughter of such
animals as this eountrv is raising.
Argentina is noted ;ts paving the

highest prices for fine blooded stock,
and this is so of horses as \\<-ll as of
cattle. F have already referred to the
.S3~>.i>0') bull which was sold hero last,
ye nr. Stallions have been sold at severaltimes thai There is oio- now on

the Eas Ortigas stud farm that was

brought i?i from England at a cost of
more than $15»>,»m*<». it is Known ;>»

"['ianionH Jubilee," and it won the
tripb event for the late King" Kdward.
It was aold for thirty thousand
guineas. Nnother famous horse, importedby Snturnino I'nzue. came from

"t auee and it cost $60,<">< «»rmond was

brought here from Kngland. where
In h;is purchased for nineteen thousandpounds, or $!»." .mm. He remained
for some time in Argentina and was

then sent to the l'nited States at a

price of more than $l'»i»,OeO. Flying Fox
sold for 5l.S5.ooo The horse Cyllene
was landed in Muenos Airies at a cost
of $1 50.00". while Missel Thrush eost
hr. Benito Villanenva $75,000. There
have been many mates- imported at extraordinaryprices, and some of the
tine stallions from Kngland have had
a chance to return home at increased t

figures. It is said that an offer of
double the original price paid for Fylleiiewas made with the idea of taking
him back to Kngland. If this is true
the amount was SP.op.OOo. and. as the
story goes, it was refused.

:< :> I

There is a sale .?' thoroughbred stock
here every spr'ng which brings in 51,- 1

500,000 and upward for the colts sold, i

Sometimes it runs as high as 52,000,000.
1 l:ave the tigures of the later sales from
the Agricultural Society of Argentina. In ,
19"7 the amount realized for 335 colts
was more than $000,000. or on the averagealmost of 52.700 per animal. In 1009
t'.** sales amounted to more than 51.500.- (

0"0, and that for fourteen animals, while
n 291". 4>3 colts were sold for upward
of 51.500,000. At that sale some of the
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-rr^ARDON me, sir, but can you t

66 D) le!1 whose house th.s r

Iused to be?"
c_!> It was at Mount Vernon. \

The speaker was a. well c

dressed, intelligent-looking man. ap-

parently a prosperous small-town merchant,and he was accompanied by an

i,- «T!fl inte'.i:irent-an-

pearing woman.
Thequestion was addressed to Mr. T

Jam<s Young, the assistant superintendentof the Mount Vernon estate. }

3n lus twenty-eight years of service t

Mr. Young has heard many curious (

questions, hut this one was rather more t

astonishing than usual i

* t

* * 1

Mr. Young is courteous.they all are

at .Mount Vernor. After a momentary t

etr,uggle with his vocal apparatus to

carpel it to function properly, lie i

tnjjrfiy asked in return:
*

*tafoU have heard, have you not, of T

G*n. t»eorge Washington?" >

,r\c'y,T said the visitor, "of course I <

have.*' J
'Well." went on Mr Young, "this was:

his home. it was purchased many

y%fir? ago by the Mount Vernon l..adiot>Association of the T riion, which

lias sine*- maintained it
"" *l- .v- i >->» : n awful

«>u jnun mm*-. « .»- -

fool. mi;d the visitor, apologetically.
"rju' I didn't k:.ow My w if*- arid I are

eur first \ isit to Washington. W<
v a trolley rid*4, so we simply
gOL ion a car which brought us here.
Wh jllvc been wandering through The
grwrodn They are so wonderfully
he® taful that I became curious to
>.r-jow more about the place.
TU6r Jie learned. and at length. Hresei*tiyhe and h's wife were seen at the

t.utib of Washington, their attitude
ntial, the spell <»t :he Mount Vernonatmosphere upon them

Ivis curious how tins spell gr ips the
vit&tnrs. High or low. rich or poor, educated«.r )g norai '. tney rill seem to
fe*i it.- influence. They wander ..trough
t rJrt ijuaint. dignitied old mansion in
hw* their voices hushed furiously

cxatnitic the coaili house and the
otlter buildings of the old plantation,
lufirveling at the evidences they bear
or" the self-sustaining c haracter 01 tin

place in the old day* when spinning
house, smoke house, blacksmith shop,
carpenter and cabinet maker shops
w f necessary adjuncts of eirers countryhome. The \«sitors :ind minh interestin the coach in which Washingtontraveled arid the-, ail glory in the
charm of the vistas from the niansio*

proper.
O

*

Hut c.erywherf they go they move as

If on holy ground.
IP:fore the tomb it dots not always

r« ijuire the grave-ton* i admonition o.

old Charles, the colored guard, "Hats

off to d» gen« ral." to secure this marK

Ot r« >p»-' t

Though about an eighth of a million
Visitors j.ass through ih« Mouni Vernon
liat. s . a h y.-ai, cases o? \ undalisi.i. or

attempt.* al vandalism, are rare. .\nd

oils brought as much as $12,000 each.
In 1 903 two yearlings were bid oft* at
$13,000 each; and in 1010 cue yearling
sold for $10,000 and another for $19,000.
I Miring that same year one of Diamond
Jubilee's volts brought $15,000 and another$13,000, Within a period <f seventeenyears the average price of yearlings
at these sales has steadily risen. In
190.3 it was $ooo while since then it
has risen to $3.t.'.O per volt. These prices
are for yearlings only, and they show
what the -Argentine has been doing to
improve its h« rses of the thoroughbred
strain. As it is now, there are about
70.000 thoroughbreds in the vauntrv. and
there are something like 400 thoroughbredstallions and 3,000 brovj mares in
servive. with an output of 1,500 pedigreed
volts per annum.
These high-prh-od thoroughbreds arc

kept prinvipally for raving and breeding
purposes, but they are scattered all over
the country and they have greatly Inipr<ved the native horses As to races,
her«» is no place in the world where
the sport is more popular. There arc
aiHiui 130 rave meetings per annum In
Ttuenos Aires, and last year more than
9.O0O horses ran. and the number of
avtual raves were more than a thousand
The amount of money bet was $33,000.

iiitiifi gold, show ing an increase over
any of the years preceding Three hundredand titty thousand dollars are often
handled at a single meeting, and ii" rave
is run for less than $1,000. while some

til.' rn.-ow Hrin»» :.s hi«rh :is from 5.". (100
t«» ?jo.o«h». in one year tl»e chief w nnlngstable came «»ut ahead in twentysevenraces. taking purses to the amount
«.f ?i'00,»oo. I'arin^ that same year the
total value of the stakes distributed was
more than 51,000.000.

I wish I could take you out to the
Hippodrome near Palermo Park and show
you the races. They are held n Sundaysand Thursdays, and also on all of
the holidays. Kverv one goes and in the
grandstand you may see the president
and his cab'net. the chief officers of
the army ami navy, and all the world and
ids wife besides. The race track is a
wi nder It is two miles in length and
has an inner track for training purposes.
The main track is of sand and earth.
The grandstand w ill seat many thousands.
was told there were about 20.000 there

ihe last day 1 attended and these people
paid all the way from $1 to $7 entrancefees. The races are under the
Jockey Club, which cwns the track and
manages it. It gets in per cent of the j
receipts, and this amounts to several j
million dollars a year. A large part of
this sum is given to charity, but enough ,,
is left to make the Jockey Club the vv
richest assoc'ation of its kind iti the j
world. The Jockey Club has its spe- v
I.II «-l»II>fl.l I Illfll. HI III*- I ill I. (111*2 ;m«I jj
his is supplied with elevators, ami fur- ,,
dished with cafes and eating arrange- ,\
Tients _>,

* e
* * a

The beltiup at the Palermo races Is <
n the parl-inutuel order, the tickets n
ostinp about one dollar in gold. They Ii
ari be bought in lots of from cne to n
IOo or more, and there is straight bet

*
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GAL'CHOS BREAK COLTS IN THE AF

!MG AM A
inseemly behavior on the estate is al- »t
nost untcnown. ri
Perhaps the attitude of those in c<
harge, by power of example, helps; T
or not all who come are fully aware lc
if the historic and sentimental signiti- p;
ance of Mount Vernon. The <ase of the a:

One-Half Million Argei
flesh.Famous Stal
$3,000 Each.The
Sporting Club in th
low.The New Sto(
Fights Duels.

"DIAMOND JI'BIIj

ins: nr»«l place betting on every i~a.cc. At
he last meeting eighty-seven horses
ere entered and there wen rivers of
icn and women going to and from the
.indows of the betting establishments,
biddings ovcring a half acre are de-
»to« to jm ol selling, ami it seemed to
le that all were putting up some money
ii every race. All were wildly excited.
,s the horses neared the winning post,
0,000 people rose with a yell. The same
motions were displayed as tli« se we see
t one of our base hall games. The
rowd was well dressed, but there were
tore poor than rvh. There were many
luliaris and Spaniards and thousands of
ative Argentines.
Jt is now a third of a century since

}
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lory of it. For years, having only traition to fro by, tin- management bad a

irtain type of paper on these walls,
hen, in clearing it off for renewal not
nig ago, far underneath layers of old
aper and paint, there was uncovered
n ancient paper.
Research in all the multitude of
rorce material identified this paper as
lat put on by Washington himself. A
a in pi*' was removed anil sent to a
1a nti fact urer, who duplicated it exctly.Henceforth that is the paper
hich will be used in this room.
I Maries and letters show that Washigtonordered this particular pattern

f paper for the banquet room in ancipatioriof a visit from the Marquis
e I.atayette. it was neint; put on me
alls one day when the marquis sullenlyarrived, hours ahead of the time
e was expected. The laek of prepartion.the disorder of the house incident
) the repapering, could not he cotiealedfrom him.
It tickled the humor of the distinguishedFrenchman. "la t rue help."

e persisted, and so he, Washington
imself and s* veral more of the eomanvdonned huge aprons and hilariusiyengaged ir» a papering bee. And,
hat is more, they did a thorough and
omplete joh.

Kecently it became necessary to rehingle the house. And here Mr.

lodge learned some more facts about
he structure about which he is preuiriedto know more than any man

ving.
When Lawrence Washington built

lie villa in 1743 he covered the roof
i th cypress shingles, quite narrow

nes with the weather end rounded,
"hen, in 17s.", George Washington made
x tensive repairs and Improvements,
xtending the building somewhat, and
enee had to use new shingles. Those
e selected were also of cypress, but
roader.
"He found." said Mr. Dodge, in rettingthe fact, "that many of the. 1743

hingles were very well preserved, so
e used them over again, turning them
ver in relaying."
The roof remained untouched until

860, when the association had the east
icrtico rebuilt and a tin roof laid on a

teeper pitch. This was done by raisngthe side next the mansion as high
s tin: base line of the dormer w indows
n doing this the extension lapped over
nd concealed that portion of the maiiionroof below the dormers, leaving
he original shingling of 1743 and 1785
ndisturbed.
Late in 1913 the leaky condition or
be roof compelled reshingling. This
isclosed the economy worked by
ieorge Washington in turnitig over the
<ld shingles, and it also disclosed the
act that the old roof was painted in
he same color as that used in recent
ears.
The new shingles put on in 1913 were
arefully made at Lake Waceanian,

of cypress oil the 1743 model,
he butts being rounded to conform to

he old style. Hut and here Mr. Hodge
eparted for the time from the fjeorge
Vashington tradition .they were all
oaked in a creosote preservative.
Today one will find in Mr. Dodge's
'dice samples of the three t\pes of
h ingles 1713, '785 and 1913 To the
bserver there is little difference. The

mall town business man shows this,
fhe men who administer the estate are s<
11 veterans in the service, all steepeo tl
n Mount Vernon lore, all earnest in the s;
dount Vernon creed, which is to main- ir
ain the place precisely as it was in a<
he days of George Washington. w
High priests of the temp*#- could not

>' more earnest, more reverential i11 ir
heir work. Sit for an hour in the 0
dfiee, a detached building on the north ti
<f the property where Gen. Washing- d
on kept his books and accounts and w
net his foremen and overseers, and <1
alk with Mr. Harrison H. l>odge, the )i
esident superintendent, or Mr. James ti
fount', the assistant superintendent. t«
tnd you absorb at least something of c<
heir intense devotion to Mount Vernon.
Or draw one of the grizzled, grave ti
ind kindly guards into conversation h
10 difficult task- and note tlie great h
-tore of knowledge of Gen. Washing- p
on and Mount Vernon they possess.how o
;raphicall> they reconstruct the life v
>f the old days. It '« a liberal educa- c<
if n iri American history hey oucr 10
he visitor.
Since July 1~», 18S."», Harrison H. Dodge

has been resident superintendent of
tin- estate, having been electee! in that "s

year by the Mount Vernon Ladies' As- 1
sociation to the position. That asso- tl
elation, by the way, is nation wide in H
character, made up of a regent, who is jjthe executive, and a vice regent for
each state. Some thirty states are representedin the organization. U
Not long after he took charge of v

Mount Vernon', Mr. Dodge selected 0
James Young of Washington as as- ,jsistant superintendent. One or the
other always is on the place; most of **

the time both of them. At the time of *

his appointment Mr. Dodge was a 1'
young banker in Washington. But all ''
his life since has been given to the
care and preservation and study of the
estate which he directs.

*. ii
*

o
Aii easv an.! lit'ht f:.vlr- »>» r...

if one Is to live up to the high ideals J
both Air. J)o<l^e ami Mr. Voung cherish. ''

"Did Washington have this so? Did p
he have this particular building paint- a
ed in this particular color? Were '
these steps here in his day?" Such *l

questions they are constantly asking j
themselves. To secure the answers u

they ever are at work in research, and
so are the ladies of the association.
Only a few years ago did the asso-

eiation gain access to the Washington o

diaries, now In the I-ibrary of Con- f
gress, and have copies made for their t
own use. These diaries proved a mine >
of information and resulted in numerousminor restorations being made. c
The whole country, historical collec- !

tioiis everywhere, the preserved letters t
of Washington's cotemporaries and vis- I
itors, have been ransacked for infor- d
mation. down to the tiniest «letail. \
As an example, only recently Mr. s

Dodge, in showing a visitor through
tin- mansion, ailed attention to tin* o
wall paper in the banquet room at the s

north end ol the structure, aud told the u

k
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UK" COST * I 5(1,000.
the Jockey Club was founded. It was
started with the idea of improving the
horses of the Argentine and at the
same time of promoting good fellowship.The government became interestedin it and the club received some
of its property on the condition that it
could he held only as long as it was
used for races, and that if the races
were stopped it should l>e returned.
Todaj there is no probability that that
property will ever go back to the government.The club lias grown and it is
now perhaps the most wonderful of
its kind in the world. It has steadily
increased !n popularity and it has now
more than 2,000 members, although its
Initiation fee is $1,500. The annual
dues are $00 a year. The club is not a

money-making institution as far as
the members are concerned. Its enormousreceipts go hack into the club
furnishings and charities and to tlie
building up of horse spirit and race
spirit. It has spent vast amounts on
its club arrangements. The grandstand
at Palermo cost $S0O,00O and the specialaccommodations there for the
members of the club $150,000. The
stand for the jockeys and trainers cost
$75,000. and the ticket office where the
betting is done $125,000. Altogether,
the race track and its surroundings
have cost more than $1,000,000.
The Jockey clubhouse in Buenos

Aires is one of the finest buildings
of th«- city. I'uring my stay I have
had the good fortune to dine there in
company with the American minister
and a party of ten. We sat about a
round table in a splendid little dining
room, "finer, I venture, than that of
any palace in Europe, and later on we
looked into the state dining room,
which is one of the most beautiful in
the world. It is lighted from above
ami the walls are covered with costly
tapestries and carvings. The clubhousehas been decorated by famous
artists, ami it is a mass of treasures
from one end to the other. Entering
from Florida street, the great busi-
riess tinier or ine capital, you pass a
celebrated statue of Diana by Falguiere»s,and then go up stairs of
marble, with balustrades of onyx, to
the second floor. I'pon the walls are
the paintings of such artists as Bonnat,Bouguereau and Koyebet and there
are statues by famous sculptors here
and there

* *

Notwithstanding the beauties of the
clubhouse, the members are not satisfiedwith it and they have decided to
give it over to the Argentine government
for use as a building f« r the state departmentor ministry of foreign affairs.
They are about to build a new clubhouse
on the Calla San Martin, not far from
the Hotel Plaza. This building will face
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li«*»ii(cnt superintend*

174:; shingles show on one side a slight
thinning, the work of the weather from
1743 to 1785. and ou the other side a

bit deeper weathering, resulting from
exposure from 1785 to 1913. The 17J?'a
shingles show very little wear.
In uncovering the roof it was feared

that some of the timbers would be
found decayed. Singularly enough, and
as a tribute to early builders and the
character of the timber used, very lull#strengthening was fouml necessary
anywhere.
"Isn't the tire risk here very great?"

is a query put every day to Air. Dodge
or Mr. Young by some visitor anxious
for iln; complete preservation of this
national shrine and appalled by the
fact that all tin buildings are of wood.
Then the anxious one is shown somek

t a Cost of$20,000,000pward.ColtAuctions \
nd Their Enormous Rt
ntine Mares Are Killed fo
arms.The Cowboy of l
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a beautiful park, and its site alone has
cost $3,500,000. The mail who sold the
property bought it some years ago for
less than $500,000; and the Jockey Club
sale will give you seme idea of how land
is rising in Buenos Aires.
Returning to the demand for horses

for the Kuropean cavalry, the supply of
the Argentine horse flesh is more than
one-third as large as that of the I'n'ted
States. According to the latest figures,
the world's total of horses is about 80.000.000,and of these one-tenth are feedingon the Argentine pampas. The I'nitedStates has about -1,000.000 horses and
Russia has a like number. In round
numbers Germany and Austria lia\<
about tl,000,000, France. 3,000,000, and
Great Britain 3,000,000. Canada has
about 2,300,000- Australia a like number,
and Argentina about 8.500,000. During
the Boer war many thousands f horses
were shipped from Buenos Aires to South
A rica and the outlook is that if the
sea route can be kept open for the
allies a large proportion of the presentsupply will g" to Great Britain and
France.

*
* #

The origin of the Argentine horse is of
especial interest to tjs. As you know,
our hemisphere had no horses until after
Columbus caine; and the tirst louses of
both North and South America were importedfrom Spain. They were descendedfrom those proilneed by the Moors
from the cross between the Barb and the
Arabian. Seme were sent to Mexico,
where they ran wild, and formed the
wild horses of our western plains. Others
TVpro lirnilflit t<>

some of the first came over in the sixteenthcentury. A part o the latter t.
belonged to Pedro de Mendozu. who,
when attacked by the Querrandi Indians,
had t*» abandon his settlement on the
pampas. lie then left behind him five
mares and seven stallions, and it is said
that these twelve animals were the progenitorsof the great troops of Argentine
horses. The animals increased in such
numbers, that the wild droves almost
covered the pla'ns. There were so many
horses that mates and geldings were
sold io the government for two or three
shillings each to supply the Indians with
liorse tlesh. Later tens ««f thousands of
animals were killed for their hides and
fallow, bringing from fifteen to twenty
shillings a head and it was not unt:l
recent years that horses became worth
front $-~»0 and upward apiece. The early
Argentines were too proud to ride mares
end during the first quarter of ihe nineteenthcentury more than a half million
mares were butchered l'< r what they
brought in horse hair, fat and hides.
Now the mare is almost as valuable as
the stab.on and horse breeding is exceedinglyprofitable.
In rifling over the country one sees

large droves of horses feeding inside

JAYS GO!

H. DODGi:,
eul of Mount \eruon.

thing. Who would suspect that the
peaceful and innocent-looking- sun dial
in the circle at the west entrance concealed: vault containing four chemicalengines with host; sufficient to
reach the surrounding buildings? For
water pressure an electric motor at the
river and an instantaneous oil fuel engine,driving a triple pump at the distributingstation is capable of deliveringseveral effective streams at once.
The concealment of this tire apparatusis in keeping with similar concealmentsthat are practiced everywhere

on the place to prevent a jarring note
of modernity obtruding itself. The
casual visitor even in the depths of
winter. for visitors ever go to Mount
Vernon whatever the weather.never
notes whence comes the heat that

.Big Prices for HorseAdhereYearlings Bring
?ceipts. The Richest
ir Their Hides andTalVrgentinaand How He

KKD 1% AH(iK\TI\\.

the great fenced inclosures and there is
ri steady importation of all kinds of tine
animals. including the Clydesdales and
t'ercherons or draft purposes. The numnerof horses is steadily increasing. it
las m«'re than doubled within the past
twenty years, and it is estimated that
there is still room here for many times
the supply now on hand.
Indeed, the possibilities of Argentina

In stock development are beyond conception.As it is now. less than oneseventhof the land is under cultivation,
and am told that l'00.0i)0.<H»0 animals
could he fed and still leave room lor
/i iota*.

I M I'll la. w nirll St'Ht'U as

111«* base for the native horse stock <»f

AZ < ^'j
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keeps all the buildings comfortably
warm when the temperature outside is
low.
Oeorgo Washington had to depend on

open fires. Today a concealed hotwaterheating plant underground some
distance from the house pumps heat to
all the buildings. Krom the cellar the
beat rises through the fireplaces to
warm the rooms. Mnlv in two places
in the mansion are radiators exposed.
One is in the banquet hall, where doors
Hanking the fireplace created such a
draft as to overcome the heat. This
necessitated placing an unobtrustive
radiator, unnoticed by most visitors,

uii». in iii»- \>uun.

* Jfc

on the stairway the heating pipes are

placed at the junction of the treads
and the rises and fev. who mount the
stairs know that they are there.
This care to keep the incongruous out

of sight extends to the otlice, even.
Here the telephone, an extension phone,
can be found only by search, for it is
hidden under a table.
In this otlice, by the way, the great,

built-in cabinets used by George Washingtonfor his files and papers, today
are i 11 use by the management of the
estate for precisely the same purpose.
"What seems to interest the visitors

to Mount Vernon most''" is a question
put to Mr. Dodge. Mr. Voung and severalof the attendants, and they ail
made the same reply: the tomb, perhaps,more than anything else, hut
every part and every room attracts its
due attention.
questions by visitors, such as "Whose

house was this?" are few in number.
The great majority of visitors come
with some knowledge of Washington
and his country seat.
What all the employes at Mount Vernoncomment on, however, is that sueh

a large number ol' tin- visitors come
from a distance. From Washington
and nearby cities few, by comparison,
come. "But that," remarked one of the
attendants, "is not remarkable. have
lived in the vicinity of the city of
Washington for nearly sixty years, and
never until last week did I visit the
Washington Monument and go to its
top."
The most impressed and the most

eager visitors, in the experience of the
staff, come from abroad and from the
west. No distinguished foreigner ever
visits Washington in an olficial capacitybut that he journeys to Mount
Vernon to pay silent tribute to the
father of his country. And few other
educated foreigners visit the National
Capital in any capacity without journeyingto Mount Vernon. The spirit
in which they go is the spirit in
which aliens visiting Faris go to the
tomb of Napoleon.

*
« *

The studious and more intelligent
Americans, especially those from New
England, visiting Mount Vernon, aside
from their sentiments of pride and patriotism,display an intense interest in
and curiosity about the every day life
and habits and manners of the period
in which Washington lived, matters

the republic, bad excellent blood. and
today it shows some evidences of its
Arabian ancestry. It was dwarfed by
being born and bred in the open withoutany other food than the native
trasses. Still it is strong and willing
and capable of extraordinary exertion.
It is irregular in shape and color,
ranging from the slender type to the
short, stocky i?.e, and from a dusky
brown to a fantastic blossom color.
The native stock might have be« n

improved by selection and brought
back to its original ei cellenc< am
told that some of the estaneieros have
tried it successfully anil tliat if animals«if the same breeds had been importedfrom Spain they might have re-ovi,1 * tw. ..1.1 ctri. L Tli*» TtMfive
horses, however, form excellent ones
for breeding:, although crossing tlmm
with the racing blood seems to take
awaj their muscular strength
sturdiness and to make litem nervous.
For working cattle, the lassooers on
horseback need braw ny, quiet horses
and not quiek nervous ones. <'rossed
with the IVrcheroti, Clydesdale arid
Shire the Criolla is a good, general
purpose horse, tit ted for draft or the
carriage: and, erossed with tlte thoroughbred.it makes an animal wlifeh Is
especially titted for cavalry purposes.
The value of horses is steadily rising
"Before the war began good carriage
horses brought a pair at auction,
and light draft horses wore sold for as

much $316. North American mules
brought about $400 each and \rgentinemules half as much. Cavalry
horses are now selling from $100 upward,many poor animals being among
those shipped.

*
* *

The same prejudice as formerly still
exists among the natives in the use

of mares as tiding animals. The gaueho
is ashamed to be seen riding them
and many persons use them for dralt
purposes only.

have been interested in the methods
of horse-breaking in Argentina. On
the great stud farms where tine stoek
is kept, tile methods are much the
same as in the 1'nite.j States, but out

as they please the burses are allowed
to run free until they are four or five

years old. Th»-> are then lassooed and
saddled hy force. The oowhov mounts
the horse and gallops him under a

shower of blows until he is conquered.
Jt is much the same as the methods of
our cowboys of the. west.
.And this brings me to the Argentine
cowboy, or the nativ. horseman and
cattleman of the pampas. He is a
cross of the Spaniard ami Indian, and
the Indian seems to predominate, 1

thoughthe Spaniard is always in evidence.The gaucho is at home upon
horseback, and is always ready t« ride
over the plains and watch or drive attie.He does not like t«> take care of
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upon which Mount Vernon, maintained
as it is, sheds much light.
They learn from those in charpre

about the manner of extending hospitalityin those days. They are told of
how word would be sent by colored
messengers through all the Maryland
and Virginia countryside of a coming
house party, of how some would come
by sloops, frequently becalmed ami delayedon the Potomac, and others by
coach, until the great house would be
filled, whether it be the Marshall house,
on the Maryland side, or til" Washingtonhouse, on the Virginia side, or any
one of numerous other houses. And
I lien would conic the stately dinner,
and the evening; of dancing: and shifts
that would be made to provide all the
guests with sleeping quarters. These
students of Washingtonia at Mount
Vernon have it all. even to the tiny
gossip, at tongues' end, and, when they
find an appreciative listened, they tell
it.
Nothing, however, they say. is comparablewith th*- devotion and lively

curiosity manifested by many of the
western visitors. Here is what a westernvisitor the other day told Mr.
Youne. assistant superintendent:
"I don't suppose you. who have lived

so long in the atmosphere of Mount
Vernon, can understand the feelings
with which we of the west approach
Mount Vernon. Washington. Virginia,
the whole historic region. Never, until
I came to Washington the other day.
had I been east of the Mississippi
river. In my childhood 1 was taught
about George Washington just as I was
taught about Jesus t'hrist. I was
taught about the Holy hand and about
the thirteen original colonies. All were
equally remote: all. so far as my child
mind could grasp the stories, might as
well have been the same. I mean no
irreverence by this. 1 am simply givingthe association of child impressions.

m
* &

"As I grew up. of course. 1 learned to
differentiate, but still George Washing-
ton and the historic spots of my nativecountry were remote. The fathers
of the republic and the regions in
which they lived and labored and
fought were far removed from the pioneerwest of my day. An atmosphere of
romance and color totally unlike anythingwe had in the west surrounded
them.
"You can know nothing of the thrill

I, as a man grown, experienced the
other day when, speeding on the train

through the Mohawk valley of New

York. I saw an ancient stone house,
the first I ever saw. 'It must have
stood there even before the revolution,'

I said to myself, and my breath came

fast.
"In Washington the White House, the

Capitol, the quaint old buildings on

lower Pennsylvania avenue moved me

deeply. They are the places 1 have
read about, pictured to myslf, dreamed
of through all my life. When I stood 111

the Supreme Court room 1 whispered
to myself that here was where Webster
and" Hayne debated. It seemed hardly
possible.
"And now here, at Mount Vernon. I

feel as if 1 had stepped into the age

4

sh^fp. an«1 secnis t« think farm labor
beneath him
The Ai tcntinr cow Im) looks mu«

like an \nterican Indian. but 1"«
cheekbones ;iiv not -i hij^h and hi*
complexion is lighter m color Ilia
are coal black, a ml he usually has a

full, black. he»v\ be a <1 atui straiiih*
black hair. His <><din-ar\ cowiumf .s

slouch hat and a blanket with stripe*,
which is worn over his shoulder. I'
has another blanket worn about bin
waist, and pulled between tin b-us
the back. i'nder tlie loner blanket
may be seen wh-.te drawer*. that ex
tend to the ankles and are tied there
lie is proud of his dress, arid ins drawersare often ed^cd at tin- bottom wit
lace, and red or blue slippers max coverIris feet. He tna> often s
belt of chamois lenthe! decorated v
silver buckles and bangles, and hi"
saddle may be embroidered with silver,
with silver stirrups attached

* *

You can sec the homes of the jjauchot*
almost anyw here on the pampas. Tbey
are rude huts with doors so low that
you lu-ve to stoop to enter tliem. The
floor of the ordinarv house is of earth
and its furniture is a bed. table » d
one or tw<» seats, the latter often betrc
the skulls ol bullocks. The most of
the cooltitiK is done over the tire. Tim v

chief food is meat cooked over thw
coals, and the iraucho bastes t li# Ton*'
with the juice as it cooks. One of
his favorite dishes is came coticuero.
which means cooked in the skin. Tho
meat is wrapped up ti#fhtl\ in the hide
of the animal from which it comes
a nd t litis cooked The skin keeps i*>
the juices and the result is delicious.
The xrawchn drinks mntr » «/* mi>l«

from the leav.s of ;i tree that grows
best in I'araKUin. He takes this wheneverlio rail g«l it and always th*
first tittup in tl»o morning. Mate >s
both a stimulant ami a food, ami if
enables «»m to go for .1 long" time
without otiirr iioiirisliiiH'm. It is u-o«t
eierywln-ri' hnuig hoiit Argentina
Kvery gau«ln» earries a i*n«f»\ This i*

a foot hum. ami it is used hot h for eat
1110ami also for lighting or to avenge

an insult. W'lien two gaw-hos have e
dispute tin" sometimes settle it with
their knives; ami in olden times it
was eustomai y for t hern to tight with
t left leys tied together. TII a 11
k11e« iiiy upon tin- right knee, and fro
ing the of in r. < 'vcr o n«* arm of ea« !i
combatant was : blanket, used as
guard, and in the other was his knife.
At She drop of a handkerchief the two
men began i<» stnh at vii other, am!
they continued until one was mortally
wounded. Today In* ypioa! gamho t
t hanking. He is ndwallv oe< oming
4-ivili>:e«l, and. as tin- .-ounti; becomes
more and more settled In will he
muio of tin nasi.
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of the fathers.back all those generationsinto the period when lived the
men who l<ud the foundations of our
government. men who all my life 1
have idealized ami glorified. Never did
they seem so human to me as they do
today.
"You of the east who are privileged

to live amid historic surroundings can
not realize all those surroundings mean
to the westerners. You must l>eoovne
airustumod to it all, even v. hen you
do appreciate it. as you gentlemen
here at Mount Vernon evidently d«».
hut to the westerner a visitt to Mount
Vernon is an experience the memory
of whirh is to he eherished through
life and to he related to thoes of our
neighbors who have not been so fortunate."

*
A at

Mr. 1 >odge and those associated with
liitn have succeeded iu maintaining the
ancient atmosphere of Mount Vernon.
What they seek to do is expressed in
the latest annual report of the association:
"The stru^le to keep Mount Vernon

"the hotne of Washington' is ever befoic
us. It is not enough that restorations
are complete. The conduct: of the estatemust he in accord with the tastes
and ideas of Washington, not those of
the present day."
And so in farm and garden, in all the

buildings, in the arrangement of thfurnitureas well as in the arrangementof tiie shrubbery to preserve the
vistas, careful study precedes any decision.A recent instance is the matter
of the stones with which the floor of
the east portico is paved. These stones,
the record shows, were brought Iron;
England. The stones, although they "

have been turned, are wearing tliin
Hence, for several years a search li:i

been going on to secure exactly the
same kind of stone to replace the old
ones when they break. Through the
aid of an English visitor. J. Allen
Howe of the Geological Museum in
Jermyn street. London, the original
quarry has been located. It is known
as the Sandwich quarry on the estate
of Lord Lonsdale, near Whitehaven iu
Cumberland.
The manager of the estate testifies

that "Whitehaven's own boats, | can
prove, traded to Virginia for tobacco
about 100 or 150 years ago. This
stone went out as ballast in the boats."
The manager thinks that on account o"
their size.they are about twelve
inches square.the stones were taken
from some cathedral or old castle Hoot
A sample from the Sandwich quarry
has been obtained, and it matches the
old stones in the pavement perfectly
So. as the need arises, the new hlockti
will be imported from the quarry.
In this way such restorations as are

necessary are made from time to time.
The result is the Mount Vernon today,
unchanged from the Mount Vernon of
13<» years ago. a peaceful, restful, dignifiedcountry estate, every line arid
item of which is characterized by thai
simplicity and purit> th&t are the acm«
of good taste. It all seems to breathe
the very spirit of Washington h'mself. j
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